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had died, worn out by anxiety and fati-
gue, and General Barnard was in com-
mand. Accompanied by the Adjutant-
General, Colonel Chester, and by his
Interpreter, Captain Howell, he inspect-
ed my little party on parade, and after
praising its conduct in the highest terms,
informed us that he would give each
native member of it a step of substan-
tive rank for each of the two expeditions
in which they had shared. He then told
them that in a short time he expected to
"engage the rebels, and that, though he
had no doubt of their loyalty, he was
unwilling to take them into action
against men who so lately had been
their comrades, of their own race and
religions, and that therefore he had decid-
ed to send them back to Meerut The
whole of them implored to be allowed to
remain and to prove their loyalty in the
field; but the General wasnot to be turned
from his decision. He was evidently
much moved, and for a moment I hoped
that he was wavering; but presently he
turned away; and with deep disappoint-